
School Attendance: The law is changing from 19th August 

2024 

 

First Offence: 

If you have a term time absence that is 5 days or longer it can result in a fine of 

£160 per parent per child. Reduced to £80 per parent per child if paid within 

21days. 

 

Second Offence: 

If you have two term time absences within 3 years it will result in a fine of £160 

per parent per child – no reduced fee. 

 

Third Offence: 

If there are three periods of absence within 3 years this will result in a referral 

being made to Kent County Council (KCC). KCC will prosecute which can 

result in fines up to £2500 per parent, per child. 

 

What is a term time absence? 

A term time absence is any time off that is within school time that is 

unauthorised. For example, a 5-day holiday taken during term time. 


