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Purpose  

Religious Education is a compulsory subject and forms part of the National 

Curriculum to which every pupil should have access. It can provide the foundation for 

many people’s lives and promote acceptance and understanding of other beliefs. 

Through the teaching of RE we aim to promote the spiritual, moral and cultural 

development of all pupils. The RE syllabus that we are currently following at Eastling 

Primary school is the ‘Kent Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2022-2027’. At 

Eastling Primary School, we enable children to develop a sound knowledge for the 

following major religions; Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, as well as 

Humanists who follow no religion. Both religious and non-religious world views are 

studied. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own 

spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help children learn from religions as well 

as about religions.  

 

Aims  

Religious Education is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught 

relevant to the child’s stage of development and experience. The principal aim of RE 

in the Kent syllabus is  

‘To engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which 

religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the understanding and 

skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well 

as develop responses of their own’. 

With this aim in mind, our intent with the RE curriculum in our school is for the 

children to ‘explore big questions about life, in order to find out what people believe 

and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can make sense of 

religion and worldviews, and reflect on their own ideas and ways of living.’ 

This should ensure that pupils: 

1) Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews. 

2) Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 

religions and worldviews. 

3) Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and 

worldviews. 

The overall aims should enable pupils to: 

• Develop conceptual understanding of religion, religious beliefs and practices – 

in order that they can begin to engage in informed reflection and discussion 

about religions and religion.  



• Develop an informed appreciation of religions – in order that they can explore 

religions with openness, interest and enjoyment.  

• Value religious and cultural diversity – in order to enhance their social and 

cultural development and to contribute to a more just and civil society.  

• Create meaning from their knowledge and understanding of religions– in order 

to enhance their spiritual and moral development.  

• Develop an awareness of the richness of religions and their contributions to 

society and culture – in order that they can make increasingly mature 

judgements about the world in which they live.  

• Recognise commonality and difference within and between religions – in order 

to develop respect, openness and curiosity.  

• Develop a sensitive understanding of the significance of religious commitment 

and practice in the lives of individuals – in order that they might develop 

respect for individuals and their right to hold beliefs that are different from 

their own. 

 

Objectives  

• Children will learn about religions and religion – to ensure that religious education 

provides breadth and balance in both content and approaches to learning so that 

they become religiously literate.  

• Children will learn from religions and religion – to ensure that they are able to: a) 

create meaning, find relevance and develop personally from their engagement with 

religious education;  

b) explore human experience and questions by addressing values, ultimate questions 

and fundamental concerns about themselves and the world in which they live.  

• We provide opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and 

knowledge in each unit and ensure the planned progression built into the syllabus 

offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school. KS2 

builds upon KS1, KS1 builds upon the Foundation Stage. In addition, certain skills 

and attitudes are encouraged e.g. learning to respect the skills of others, asking 

questions and listening to others, personal reflection on life and its values. 

 • Children with Special Educational Needs will access the R.E. study units at their 

own level by beginning with where the children are and developing their skills, 

knowledge and understanding at a rate that is challenging but appropriate for the 

individual child.  

 • The teaching and learning strategies within RE lessons will vary through reading 

and writing opportunities linked to the English curriculum as well having the 

opportunity to be creative in its broadest sense, including: thinking; doing; 



imagining; responding; speaking and listening; problem solving; as well as the 

creative and expressive arts. 

 • Teachers should ensure that their children have opportunities to encounter 

religions, faith and commitment through visits and visitors. 

 • Gifted and talented pupils will be offered differentiated opportunities, where 

appropriate, to extend their learning in order to reach their true potential.  

• The children may use ICT to research and present their work. This will require 

discernment in their use of sources. Virtual tours of places of worship are used where 

actual visits are not possible. 

 

The RE Curriculum  

At Eastling Primary School, the religious education curriculum forms an important 

part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education 

for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum follows the Kent Agreed Syllabus for 

Religious Education 2022-2027. The curriculum is written to reflect progressive key 

questions per year group. 

The curriculum is split into 3 distinct areas of learning: 

Believing – children will learn about religious beliefs, teachings, sources of religion, 

develop questions about meaning, purpose and truth. 

Expressing – children will learn about religious and spiritual forms of expression and 

develop questions regarding identity and diversity 

Living – Children will learn about religious practices and ways of living and develop 

questions about values and commitments.  

 

Time spent on R.E:  

FS & KS1: 36 hours (1 hour per week) 

KS2: 45 hours (1.25 hours per week) 

 

Teaching and Learning 

We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good 

teaching in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect 

on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables 

children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and 

development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in 



relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. Our teaching and 

learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and extend 

their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions.  

We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to 

develop their religious thinking. We organise visits to local places of worship and 

invite representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the 

children.  

Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths 

and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites 

of passage or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers 

and working individually or in groups. Sometimes they prepare presentations and 

share these with other members of the school in assemblies. We recognise the fact 

that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of 

the task to the ability of the child. 

The syllabus that we follow requires all pupils to study Christianity in each key 

stage. In addition, pupils will study the principal religions represented in the UK, in 

line with the law. These are Islam, Hindu Dharma, Sikhi, Buddha Dharma and 

Judaism. Furthermore, children from families where non-religious worldviews are 

held are represented in almost all our classrooms. Non-religious worldviews, 

including ‘organised’ examples such as Humanism, will also be the focus for study. 

 

Important notes: 

Notice the language: Christians rather than Christianity, Muslims rather than Islam. 

This is to reflect the fact that RE starts with encounters with living faiths rather than 

the belief structures of traditions. This also recognises the diversity within and 

between people of the same and different religions. 

• Notice that many Sikhs prefer the term Sikhi instead of Sikhism; Sikhi is a verb and 

signifies that this faith is not just about a system of belief, it is a path to follow, a 

way of life – about learning to be human. The term ‘Sikh’ comes from the word 

sikhna which means ‘to learn’: hence a Sikh is a learner. 

• Non-religious worldviews. Good practice in RE, as well as European and domestic 

legislation, has established the principle that RE in schools without a religious 



character should be inclusive of both religions and non-religious worldviews. Schools 

should ensure that the content and delivery of the RE curriculum are inclusive in this 

respect. 

• This syllabus requires that, in addition to the religions required for study at each 

key stage, nonreligious worldviews should also be explored in such a way as to 

ensure that pupils develop mutual respect and tolerance of those with different 

worldviews. 

 

The Foundation Stage  

It is important in the foundation stage to give children a broad, play based 

experience of RE in a range of contexts, including outdoor play. Early years learning 

environments should feature RE scenarios based on experience in the real world, such 

as in role play. We teach RE to all children in the school, including those in the 

reception class. In reception class, RE is an integral part of the topic work covered 

during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage Curriculum, we 

relate the RE aspects of the children's work to the objectives set out in the Early 

Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to 

five. 

 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship  

Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and 

moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we 

contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs (Key stage 2) and 

health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in 

a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. 

In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable 

children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. 

We also teach and promote British Values through religious education. At Eastling, 

these are reinforced in the following ways: democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty, mutual respect and tolerance. 

 

RE and British Values 

At Eastling Primary School we believe RE can make a key educational contribution to 

pupils’ explorations of British values, and excellent teaching of RE can enable pupils 

to learn to think for themselves about them.  

 

 



Mutual tolerance  

We do not accept intolerant attitudes to members of the community: attitudes which 

reject other people on the basis of race, faith, gender, sexual orientation or age are 

rightly challenged. A baseline for a fair community is that each person’s right to ‘be 

themselves’ is to be accepted by all. Tolerance may not be enough: RE can challenge 

children and young people to be increasingly respectful and to celebrate diversity, but 

tolerance is a starting point. It is much better than intolerance.  

Respectful attitudes  

In the RE curriculum, attention focuses on developing mutual respect between those 

of different faiths and beliefs, promoting an understanding of what a society gains 

from diversity. Pupils will learn about diversity in religious and non-religious 

worldviews, and will be challenged to respect other persons who see the world 

differently from themselves. Recognition and celebration of human diversity in many 

forms can flourish where pupils understand different faiths and beliefs, and are 

challenged to be broad-minded and open-hearted.  

Democracy  

In RE, pupils learn the significance of each person’s ideas and experiences through 

methods of discussion. In debating the fundamental questions of life, pupils learn to 

respect a range of perspectives. This contributes to learning about democracy, 

examining the idea that we all share a responsibility to use our voice and influence 

for the wellbeing of others.  

The rule of law  

In RE, pupils examine different examples of codes for human life, including 

commandments, rules or precepts offered by different religious communities. They 

learn to appreciate how individuals choose between good and evil, right and wrong, 

and they learn to apply these ideas to their own communities. They learn that 

fairness requires that the law applies equally to all, irrespective – for example – of a 

person’s status or wealth. They have the opportunity to examine the idea that the 

‘rule of law’ focuses specifically on the relationship between citizens (or subjects) and 

the state, and to how far this reflects or runs counter to wider moral codes and 

precepts.  

Individual liberty  

In RE, pupils consider questions about identity, belonging and diversity, learning 

what it means to live a life free from constraints. They study examples of pioneers of 

human freedom, including those from within different religions, so that they can 

examine tensions between the value of a stable society and the value of change for 

human development. 



Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for 

spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the 

meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right 

and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social 

development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. 

Children explore issues of religious faith and values and through this, they develop 

their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives.  

 

RE and Cultural Capital 

RE plays a vital role in helping children to understand their cultural capital. Indeed, 

this concept has clear relevance and currency. At Eastling Primary School, we believe 

that a rich knowledge of the cultural and religious milieu in which children and 

young people are growing up has high value in the world of work and in social life 

more generally. 

 

 



Pupils with SEN (see our SEN Policy)  

We believe that all children have the right to access the RE curriculum. In order to 

ensure that children with special educational needs achieve to the best of their ability, 

it may be necessary to adapt the delivery of the curriculum for some pupils. We teach 

the RE curriculum to all children, whatever their ability. Through the teaching of RE 

we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this 

by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. 

Where appropriate we may support SEN children in small groups or on a one to one 

basis. 

 

Assessment  

Assessing RE is an integral part of teaching and learning and central to good 

practice. It should be process orientated reviewing the way that techniques and skills 

are applied purposefully by pupils to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding 

and skills that they have developed during a particular unit. As assessment is part of 

the learning process it is essential that pupils are closely involved. Assessment can be 

broken down into;  

•Formative assessments are carried out during and following short focused tasks and 

activities. They provide pupils and teaching staff the opportunity to reflect on their 

learning in the context of the agreed success criteria. This feeds into planning for the 

next lesson or activity.  

•Summative assessment should review pupils' capability and provide a best fit level. 

Use of independent open ended tasks, provide opportunities for pupils to demonstrate 

capability in relation to the term’s work. There should be an opportunity for pupil 

review and identification of next steps. Summative assessment should be recorded for 

all pupils showing whether the pupils have met, exceeded or not achieved the 

learning objectives.  

Teachers will use assessments to form a judgement as to whether each child has 

reached the targets for each key question in their year group. Evidence of work will be 

highlighted in children’s books, on photographs, videos and notes on discussions 

with children etc. This will demonstrate achievement of objectives. 

 

Monitoring and review 

Monitoring will support the self-evaluation process identifying areas of strength as well 

as those for development. The RE Lead is responsible for the monitoring of this policy. 

Areas for development will be incorporated into the School Improvement Plan as 

necessary.  



Through monitoring the coordinator will: 

• Ensure that there is clear progression throughout the school 

• Analyse assessment data and pupil progress  

• Identify any training needs and offer extra support and guidance to staff when it is 

appropriate  

• Ensure that there are suitable resources to help with the teaching and learning of RE 

• Report to Governors 

 

Withdrawal from RE Learning 

Parents may request that their child is withdrawn from RE on the grounds that they 

wish to provide their own religious education (School Standards and Framework Act 

1998 S71 (3)). This will then be the parents’ responsibility to ensure a religious 

education is taught to their child. Where parents are wishing to exercise this right, the 

Governing Body would first suggest that the parents first meet with the Headteacher 

to discuss their concerns. If the matter cannot be resolved, parents need to apply to 

the Governing Body in writing to withdraw their child from RE lessons. The 

Governing body will make arrangements with the Headteacher for the child(ren) to be 

supervised or engaged in another activity during this time. We are mindful that 

everyone holds different beliefs and this is taken into consideration at Eastling 

Primary School and in RE lessons.  

 


